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NeedyMeds Saves Over $100 Million on Prescription Costs 
 

National non-profit helps consumers save money and stay healthy 
  

 
(Gloucester, MA) – As of April, the NeedyMeds drug discount card has 
saved users over $100 million since the non-profit started the program in 
2009. The card, which is accepted at over 63,000 pharmacies nationwide, 
offers a savings of up to 80% off the cash price of prescription drugs, over-
the-counter medicines written as a prescription, and pet prescription drugs 
purchased in a pharmacy. 
 
"The NeedyMeds drug discount card is saving users nearly $5 million every 
month," said Richard J. Sagall, MD, president of NeedyMeds. "We hear 
from people regularly, and they tell us how important the savings are to 
them. So many times it makes the difference between being able to afford 
their medicine or going without their prescribed drugs." 
 
In the past six years the card has been used to help save on over 3.2 million 
prescriptions in every state and the U.S. territories. The average savings is 
around 50% off the cash price, or around $50. The card may be used to save 
on both brand name and generic drugs. 
 
“The first thing I do each morning when I get to work is pull up 
NeedyMeds,” says Margie Hunt, a patient advocate at a sliding scale 
community health clinic in Canton, Ohio. “NeedyMeds is so handy and easy 
to use. I have everything I need to find a discount at my fingertips.”  
 



The small staff of Life Care Family Health & Dental Center treat between 75 
and 85 patients per day. Most of these individuals do not have insurance and 
live paycheck to paycheck.  
 
Hunt’s job is to take prescriptions written by the doctor and make them 
affordable for each patient. She does this for between 300 and 500 patients 
each month.  
 
“These are hardworking people who have to pinch pennies in order to put 
food on the table,” says Hunt. “My ability to help them save a few dollars 
per month a prescription is very significant. I don’t want anyone to choose 
between putting gas in their car or filling their prescription,” said Hunt. 
 
Thanks to NeedyMeds, Hunt is able to find assistance and discount 
programs for nearly all of her patients.  
 
The card can be a lifesaver for people with no insurance, a high deductible 
policy, or prescribed a drug not covered by their insurance. Sometimes it 
offers a better price than insurance. Anyone can use the card as there is no 
registration or enrollment required. The card can't be combined with 
insurance or state or federal programs, or state or federal programs, but may 
be used in place of insurance if its price is lower. 
 
"Unlike many other drug discount cards, NeedyMeds is a non-profit," said 
Sagall. "Our goal is to maximize patient savings, not our profit. That's why 
our savings are usually the best." 
 
"The biggest obstacle we encounter is that people don't believe the card is 
real and the savings are so great," said Robin Hoffman, director of 
operations. "Once they use the card they are astonished with how much they 
save." 
 
NeedyMeds partners with hundreds of organizations, including many non-
profits, cities and towns, and other groups, to offer the card.  
 
"I recently used the card myself, and I have good insurance," said Sagall. 
"The price with my insurance of a cream I was prescribed was $187.00. The 
price with the NeedyMeds card was $147.00. 
 



The card is available on the NeedyMeds website (www.needymeds.org) or 
by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope to NeedyMeds, P.O. Box 219, 
Gloucester, MA 01931. 
 
About NeedyMeds: NeedyMeds, a national nonprofit, is a comprehensive 
and reliable source of information on assistance programs available for 
people having difficulties paying for their medications or health care. The 
website (http://www.needymeds.org) is visited by approximately 10,000 
people each workday. NeedyMeds' information is always free, easy to 
access, and updated regularly. Unlike similar sites, NeedyMeds requires no 
registration and gathers no identifiable information on site visitors. 
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